AS & A2: Practical Strategies for Raising Achievement

Text books brought to session:
A Student Grammar of Spanish (Batchelor/Cambridge)

Spanish Grammar in Context (Kattán – Ibarra)

(Repaso) The Ultimate Spanish Review & Practise (NTC)

The Ultimate Spanish Review & Practise (McGraw Hill)

Animo – Spanish A Level text book

Grammar

 The ‘Famous Five’ and ‘Secret Seven’ of grammar were as follows:

1. Ser/Estar/Haber – common mistakes include haber in the incorrect tense and making past participles agree with haber eg han hecho (not han hechos).  

2. Subjunctive – is a subjunctive needed or not? using subjunctive in the command form is often forgotten

3. Pronouns and word order – se/le/lo etc.  An example of a correct construction was cómetemelo (Eat it all up for me)

4. If clauses – using ‘de + infinitive’ as an alternative for if eg de haberlo sabido no lo habría hecho, de saberlo, te habría escrito antes (vs si lo hubiera sabido).  Can only be used if the subject is the same in both parts.

5. Por/Para

1. Imperfect vs Preterite – ensuring correct accents on preterite so that the meaning is not affected

2. Passive tense – using ‘se’ correctly i.e. not as a reflexive but as a passive.  eg se venden naranjas BUT not se lavan coches aquí.  Also use of fue/estaba as a passive e.g. La mesa fue/estaba rota

3. Verbs of becoming (Verbos de Cambio) – ponerse, volverse, hacerse, llegar a ser and correct use
4. Relative clauses – que, quien, el que, cual.  Good phrases including son muchos los que, hay quien(es) piensa(n)
5. Correct use of –ing (-ante/-ente/-ando/-iendo) – los vi jugar/jugando en el parque are both correct but there are other instantes where the correct one must be used

6. Numbers/Dates/Weather – pupils don’t always know how to say ‘hace buen tiempo hoy’, ‘mil’ and ‘milliones’.

7. Accents, Spelling – key things to remember:  accents that change the meaning of the word are negatively marked.  There should only ever be one accent in a word (i.e. not télevisión).  Double consonants in spanish are very rare, a good way of remembering the consonants that can be doubled is CaRoLiNa (e.g. aCCidente, peRRo, eLLa, iNNato)

Useful websites mentioned include:

BBC – el Mensual (has both topic and language focus) and el Mundo

http://www.prensaescrita.com – has links to all Hispanic newspapers online

www.20minutos.es – uptodate Spanish news including blogs to get people’s opinions

There was also talk about the new AS and A2 exam which was as follows:

AS will be made up of 2 units:
1.  Spoken Expression & Response - Oral on prescribed topics and comprehension
2.  Listening, Reading & Writing - Listening comprehension, Reading comprehension and essay, choice of 4 writings
 

A2 will also have two units:
3. Understanding & Spoken Response - Oral (debate), possibly including interpreting
4.  Research, Understanding & Written Response - topics/texts (essay from 2 on each topic), answer in Spanish.
 

There was also a possibility of controlled coursework and there was talk of doing listenings via podcasts too.
 

Apparently the new AS level will be examined for the first time in 2009 and the new A2 in 2010 so teaching will commence in 2008.
 

 AQA will also have 4 modules made up of:
1. Listening, Reading & (free) Writing
2.  Oral & Presentation
3. Listening, Reading & Writing (Including translation)
4 Oral - 5min debate and 10min conversation.
� these last two have the same title, I believe one is a work book and the other a textbook





